"Social Cohesion and Reconciliation" (SCORE) Index
Executive Report on Cyprus 2015 findings
500 Greek Cypriots and 500 Turkish Cypriots took part in SCORE research
(face-to-face interviews with structured questionnaires)
The Social Cohesion and Reconciliation (SCORE) Index is an innovative tool designed to measure the state of
peace in multi-ethnic societies around the world. The tool supports policy decision for national and international
stakeholders and is particularly suited for post-conflict multi-ethnic societies that now face peace-building and
state-building challenges.
SCORE examines two main components of peace - social cohesion and reconciliation.
Social Cohesion refers to the nature of coexistence between individuals within a social group and the
institutions that surround them. Reconciliation refers to on-going efforts to establish peace between groups which
were previously engaged in a dispute or conflict.
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Greek Cypriots score lower on social cohesion than Turkish
Cypriots and this difference is primarily driven by freedom from
corruption, civic life satisfaction and representativeness of
institutions.
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Turkish Cypriots score higher on all indicators (indicating
lower propensity for reconciliation). The greatest discrepancy
found between the two communities is in social distance.
*(Negative indicators: The higher you score on these
indicators, the lower you score on reconciliation).

Making use of the SCORE data
SCORE Index also explores the impact of Social Cohesion and Reconciliation
on Readiness for Political Compromise in Cyprus:
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Certain demographic groups are particularly
resistant to political compromise:
In Greek Cypriot community:

AGES
18 - 35

In Turkish Cypriot community: RIGHT WINGERS

Wish and
expect
settlement

End
status-quo

Support
federation

In Greek Cypriot community, youth is less inclined for
political compromise overall. In addition, gender
differences were found for vote intentions in a future
referendum (women are less inclined to vote 'Yes' than
men).
In Turkish Cypriot community, left wingers are more
inclined to vote 'Yes' in a future referendum. Young Turkish
Cypriots are more inclined for political compromise overall.

What predicts political compromise with the other community? (1)
The following diagrams illustrate the variables (predictors) that influence readiness for political compromise for
each community and the variables associated with these predictors either positively or negatively.
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Challenges in approaching various segments of the society that oppose
political compromise with the other community:
Greek Cypriot Community
-

Youth:

How to get them involved in the peace process,
when they are facing the more immediate problem
of unemployment? How to inform them about the
other community, when they do not pay attention
to media?

People who find the prospect of
co-existence threatening:
-

How to generate interest in inter-communal
contact, while reducing the sense of threat
experienced by these people? How to normalize
the concept of a ?wider society? which would
include people both communities? How to find
more practical ways to enable good-quality
contact, communication and joint activities with
members of the other community?

People who feel that they are not
represented by the institutions:
-

How to improve institutional transparency and
inclusivity, and more specifically a transparent
and inclusive peace process? How to foster
engagement in the peace process independent of
a citizen's specific beliefs regarding a settlement?

People who are experiencing conflict
and fragmentation in their own family lives:
-

How to help people experiencing personally
dramatic circumstances to see beyond their own
difficulties and envision a future for their country?
How to link development of social skills and
empathy with life success both at the personal and
at the national level?

More information can be found at:
www.scoreforpeace.org
For inquiries, contact us at:
info@seedsofpeace.eu
www.facebook.com/SCOREIndex

www.twitter.com/SCOREIndex

Turkish Cypriot Community
-

Right wing people:

How to address the right wing narrative that a
settlement will undermine community cohesion of
Turkish Cypriots? How can religion be used to
promote the language of peace?

People who experience Greek Cypriots
as belonging to a different culture and
society:
-

How to overcome the negative stereotype that
members of the other community ?are different
people?? How to develop social skills for daily
co-existence with Greek Cypriots?

People who feel strongly represented
by existing Turkish Cypriot institutions:
-

How to see the institutions of a unified Cyprus as
entities that will represent their interests even more
effectively than the existing Turkish Cypriot
institutions?

People with poor problem solving
skills:
-

How to help citizens, especially the less educated
and those experiencing personal difficulties, to
take a long and considered view both on personal
and on national dilemmas, to see the benefits of
a comprehensive settlement?

SCORE Index is a partnership project
between UNDP-ACT, USAID and SeeD.

